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 Istation is now the HISD Universal screener 

and progress monitoring tool.   

 Assessment windows: 
 Beginning of Year (BOY): Sept. 3-12 

 Middle of Year (MOY): Jan. 7-17 

 End of Year (EOY): April 1-11 

 

 Reminders will be sent prior to the windows 

 Istation is fast!  

On-demand assessments can be scheduled by 

teachers to quickly monitor progress and 

determine the efficacy of interventions. 

Most of the information available from 

TPRI/Tejas LEE results is also found in 

Istation results. 
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 Istation assessments are automatically 

administered every month on the first time a 

student logs in.  Teachers can also create on-

demand assessments. 

 Istation results can be used in the same ways 

as TPRI results: grouping, intervention lesson 

planning, communicating with parents, etc. 

 Istation results are instantaneously viewable 

by teachers and administrators. 

 The blending assessments found under 

“Phonemic Awareness” in the TPRI are in 

Istation’s “Alphabetic Decoding.” 
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Beginning Sound assesses a 

student’s ability to recognize the 

initial sound in an orally presented 

word. Four items appear on the 

screen at once. The narrator says 

the name of each picture as the box 

around it highlights. Then the 

student is asked to click on the 

picture that has the same beginning 

sound as the sound produced orally 

by the narrator. The student may 

move the mouse pointer over a 

picture to hear the picture name 

repeated.  

Letter Recognition is a measure of 

alphabetic principle that assesses 

how many letters a student can 

correctly identify in a minute. Five 

items, in a combination of both 

uppercase and lowercase letters, 

appear on screen at once. The 

student is asked to identify the 

symbol for the letter name that is 

orally produced by the narrator.  

Letter Sound is a measure of 

alphabetic principle that assesses 

how many letter sounds a student 

can correctly identify in a minute. 

Five items, in a combination of both 

uppercase and lowercase letters, 

appear on screen at once. The 

student is asked to identify the 

symbol for the letter sound that is 

orally produced by the narrator.  
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Phonemic Blending assesses a student’s 

ability to blend up to six phonemes into a 

word. Four items appear on the screen, 

with a box in the middle of the items 

that contains an animated side view of a 

head. The narrator says the name of each 

picture as the box around it highlights. 

The narrator says one of the words, 

phoneme by phoneme, as the animated 

head produces each sound. The student is 

asked to click on the picture showing the 

word that has been said phoneme by 

phoneme. The student may move the 

mouse pointer over a picture to hear the 

picture name repeated. The highest level 

is a mix of five- and six-phoneme words 

in order to give the test a top range.  

Alphabetic Decoding measures the 

ability to blend letters into nonsense 

words in which letters represent their 

most common sounds. Nonsense words 

are used because students differ in 

their sight word recognition skills. By 

using nonsense words, the test more 

accurately assesses the ability to 

match letters to sounds and the ability 

to decode an unknown word when it is 

presented. For this subtest, four items 

appear on the screen. The student is 

asked to identify the non-word that is 

orally pronounced by the narrator. 

Items for this subtest have been 

carefully constructed to move from 

easier to harder, so that the subtest is 

appropriate across several grade 

levels.  
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The objective of the Spelling subtest is 

to determine if children are 

developing fully-specified orthographic 

representations of words. For each 

item, an array of letters appears on 

the screen, and the computer asks the 

child to spell a specific word using 

those letters. The child then spells the 

word by clicking on each letter. As 

each letter is selected, the word is 

formed on lines above the letter array. 

Items for this subtest have been 

carefully constructed to move from 

easier to harder, using the sequence of 

difficulty defined in Alphabetic 

Decoding. However, item parameters 

also include frequency of spelling 

patterns, with less frequent spelling 

patterns being considered more 

difficult.  

Connected Text Fluency measures a 

child’s ability to read fluently with 

comprehension. This subtest is 

constructed in a very different manner 

than others. Rather than increasing text 

difficulty across time, the test assesses 

children on passages of equivalent 

difficulty to measure growth over time 

against a constant level of difficulty. 

Each of these passages was carefully 

written to conform to specific word level 

features, follow linear story grammar 

structure, and have readability according 

to a commonly accepted readability 

formula for end of grade level in each 

grade. In order to assess text reading on 

the computer, a maze task is utilized, in 

which every fifth or sixth word is left 

blank from the text. For each blank, the 

child is given 3 choices from which to 

choose the word that works in the 

sentence. It is the child’s job to read the 

text, selecting correct maze responses 

for two minutes.  
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Vocabulary  

The vocabulary subtest is designed 

to test a child’s knowledge of “tier 

2” vocabulary words, meaning 

words that are frequently 

encountered in text but are not 

typically used in daily conversation 

(Beck, McKeown, & Kucan, 2002). 

There are two formats: Pictures and 

Synonyms.  

Picture Items. On picture items, 

pictures appear on the screen. The 

narrator asks the student to identify 

the picture that best illustrates the 

word that is orally produced by the 

narrator.  

Synonym Items. To establish the 

upper bound of vocabulary 

development, an alternative 

synonym format is used. Four words 

appear on screen. The student is 

asked to identify the word that has 

the same or similar meaning as a 

target word pronounced by the 

narrator. The narrator says each of 

the four word choices as the box 

around it highlights.  
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Matching Sentences and Pictures. 

Matching sentences and pictures 

assesses a student’s knowledge of 

semantic and syntactic information 

where pictures can support their 

reading. In this task, a sentence and 

four pictures appear on the screen. 

The student reads the sentence and 

identifies the picture that best 

illustrates the sentence meaning.  

Sentence Completion. Sentence 

completion measures a student’s 

ability to use word meanings and 

word order to understand a sentence. 

In this task, a sentence, sentences, or 

a paragraph appears on screen. One 

word is missing from the text. The 

student reads the text and must 

choose, from four choices, the word 

that best completes the text.  
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TPRI and Istation: 

Beginning sounds 

Blending 
phonemes 

Names and sounds 
of letters 

Vocabulary   

Listening 
comprehension 

Word reading 

TPRI Only: 

Rhyming 

Deleting initial sounds 

Deleting final sounds 

Recalling details, 
linking details, 
inferring word 
meaning 
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Istation Only: Vocabulary 

TPRI and Istation: 

Beginning sounds 

Blending 
phonemes 

Names and sounds 
of letters 

Vocabulary 

Comprehension 

Spelling  

Word reading 

TPRI Only: 

Fluency test 

Deleting initial 

sounds 

Deleting final sounds 

Istation Only: Vocabulary 

TPRI and Istation: 

Comprehension 

Spelling 

TPRI Only: 

Fluency test 

Word reading 
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Grade Subtests 

Pre-Kindergarten 
Letter Knowledge 

Vocabulary 

Kindergarten 

Listening Comprehension*+ 

Phonemic Awareness 

Letter Knowledge 

Vocabulary  

1st Grade 

Phonemic Awareness 

Letter Knowledge 

Vocabulary 

Alphabetic Decoding 

Comprehension 

Spelling 

2nd and 3rd Grade 

Vocabulary 

Comprehension 

Spelling 

Text Fluency+ 

*Listening Comprehension subtest is given in Kindergarten only. 

+These subtests are not used in determining the Overall Reading ability index.  

Grade Subtests 

Pre-Kindergarten 

Listening Comprehension*+ 

Phonological Awareness and Phonetics 

Vocabulary 

Kindergarten 

Listening Comprehension*+ 

Phonological Awareness and Phonetics 

Reading Comprehension 

Vocabulary  

1st Grade 

Phonological Awareness and Phonetics 

Vocabulary 

Reading Comprehension 

Writing Component 

2nd and 3rd Grade 

Vocabulary 

Reading Comprehension 

Writing Component 

Receptive Fluency+ 

*Listening Comprehension subtest is given in Kindergarten only. 

+These subtests are not used in determining the Overall Reading ability index.  
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 Use multiple pieces of data to guide 

instructional decisions. 

 Quick read to assess fluency (Reading Street TX Fresh 

Reads for Reading and Comprehension; Tesoros de 

lectura Running Records) 

 Oral retelling (Neuhaus rubric) 

http://neuhaus.org/media/files/None/Day-2-

retelling-rubric.pdf 

 Naming and describing activities 

 One-on-one letter and word recognition 

 Rhyming assessment/activities 

  Be aware of false positives for Tier II and Tier III 

students, especially with younger students. 

 

HFWE is still a district mandated assessment 

and promotion standard for 1-2 students. 

 

 The TPRI/Tejas LEE Intervention Activities 

Guide is still a useful resource for teachers. 
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 Students in grades K-8 and grade 9 Secondary 
Reading Initiative students shall be assessed 
three times per year. According to best 
practices, K-5 students identified as Tier 2 or 
Tier 3 students should be assessed every two 
weeks to monitor progress, and secondary Tier 2 
and Tier 3 students should be assessed at least 
monthly. 

 The required assessment windows for the 2013-
2014 school year are listed below: 

 Beginning of Year (BOY): Sept. 3-12 

 Middle of Year (MOY): Jan. 7-17 

 End of Year (EOY): April 1-11 

 

 Istation provides online, adaptive intervention 
activities for students and allows teachers to 
track student progress. Recommended usage for 
Istation for intervention is listed below. 
 Tier 3 students should use Istation for 90 or more 

minutes per week. 

 Tier 2 students should use Istation for 60 minutes per 
week. 

 Tier 1 students should use Istation for 30 minutes per 
week. 

 

 For additional information please contact 
Jennifer D. Montgomery 
(jmontg10@houstonisd.org) or Nicole Ayen-
Metoyer (nayen@houstonisd.org). 

 

mailto:jmontg10@houstonisd.org
mailto:nayen@houstonisd.org

